Task 9
Part 1:
Produce some painted tonal scales.
As well as using tints and tones, why not experiment with
complementary colour scales too.
Part 2:
Produce a colour still life, taking into account composition
techniques, observation skills and colour theory.

The first part of TASK 9 is to produce some
tonal scales. Here are some examples.

The second part of
Task 9 is to produce
a colour still life
composition.

Combining media
experimentation
with excellent
observational skills.

As with graphite pencil, there are a range of techniques which
you can employ when drawing with coloured pencil. Which one
you choose will depend on the final effect you are aiming for:
Shading
Using a straightforward side-to-side shading motion, a smooth
even layer of colour is built up. A very light touch can be used
to deposit the faintest amount of pigment for graduated
shading.
Hatching
Rapid, regular, evenly spaced lines are drawn, leaving a little
white paper or underlying colour showing.
Cross-Hatching
Hatching overlaid at right-angles. This can be done with
different colours, or carried through multiple layers, to create a
textured effect.
Scrumbling
The 'brillo pad' method, tiny overlapping circles rapidly drawn.
Again, it can be used to build up a single colour or different
colours.

Understanding your media is as crucial as
anything. Experimenting with the media and
then applying your experience to create
amazing art must be demonstrated.

If your observation skills are still in need of
improvement, go back to basics and do simple
techniques to improve… Do you remember
your upside down drawing? Drawing in
perspective? Check out previous resources to
complete tasks which improve observation.
It takes time and commitment. But your skills
will improve the more time you put into it.

We have been looking at colour theory and
seeing how colours relate to each other.

Using Colour Pencils can be an exciting media
to use. Pastels are also a good idea as colours
can blend. Watercolour, gouache or acrylics are
all other media worth exploring so choose the
one you’d like to try first and as tasks move
forward you can bring in the others. Our main
objective is to combine colour theory with our
observation skills.
So now you have heard and seen many uses of
colour theory, we now need to combine this
with an amazing drawing.

Task 8, 9 and 10 are all
centred around your use
of colour.
Especially focusing on
applying your growing
knowledge to still life
work.
Still life should be from
REAL LIFE and the objects
should be in front of you.

Still life drawings can be of
anything. So pick
something that has
interest to you. A pack of
interesting and decorated
biscuits or sweets with
cool wrappers.
Read the support
materials on composition
from our earlier tasks. A
terrible composition will
compromise your final
drawing before you have
even started!

As with all art tasks a still life piece needs planning.
With the mentioned tasks you should have a range
of experiments already with a range of colours and
their tones.
Now you need to carefully plan a subject and a
composition. Take a range of photos to test the
lighting and angles before you sketch your
drawing.

This example drawing was completed with oil
pastels.
Note the range of universal forms, contrasting
tones and even the different in materials.
Challenge your observation skills by carefully
considering the objects you draw.

So what will you choose?
Taking a photo is a good idea for many reasons. You
can turn it upside down, you can refer to it as
lighting changes throughout the day, you can
manipulate and strengthen tones using camera
settings….

Why not trial different coloured paper?
A grey tinted paper will help you with the
highlights and you can introduce the use of white
pencil crayon into your drawing.
This drawing shows technical skill in many ways.
Proportion, use of tone and also excellent use of
pencil crayons are all demonstrated.
It is not over complicated but it has a range of
form and sizes, overlaid in a simple but nice
composition.

Flowers are always a lovely way to practice use of
colour and to demonstrate observation skills.
Look at the detail and use of tone here.
We want to see your skills developing with
excellent realistic drawings.

Finally, not all still life work needs to
be A4 full object observations.
Sometimes looking up close to
something and drawing bigger will
help with the details.
Try this or a vegetable sliced, to get
the depth inside, but only draw a
section of it onto a whole page. This
will really test your detailed
observation skills.

